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Abstract (Basic) : EP 435344 A 

The appts. comprises a communication controller for regulating 
communications with other multi -media terminal apparatus connected to 
the transmission line via multiple channels. Signals transmitted or 
received by the communication controller are encoded/decoded (6) . A 
-connection switching unit (5) enables connections among the 
communication controller and appropriate processing units. An 
instruction is inputted (10) from an operator. The instruction input is 
detected and an instruction from another multi -media terminal apparatus 
is received through a first channel. The connection switching is 
controlled on the basis of the instructions detected. 

ADVANTAGE - Peripheral equipment does not influence processing of 
multi-media terminal appts. (17pp Dwg.No,.l/8) 
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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To improve the working rate and the effective utilization of the 
peripheral devices by securing the connection between each peripheral 
device forming a multi -medium terminal equipment and other devices via a 
transmission line as well as the mutual connection among those peripheral 
devices with no use of the transmission line. 

CONSTITUTION: In regard of a multi-medium terminal equipment 13, all 
component elements including the peripheral devices 2-4 are not 
physically integrated but apparently and logically integrated via a 
connection switching function of a connection switching part 5 when viewed 
from another terminal equipment included in a network 12. Therefore an 
input/output part 2, an editing processing part 3, and a 
recording/ reproducing part 4 serving as the peripheral devices are mutually 
and optionally connected via the part 5 and perform the transmission of 
data. Furthermore the direct transmission of data is also carried out to 
other multi -medium terminal equipments and various peripheral devices in 
the network 12 via a communication part 1. Thus it is possible to improve 
the working rate and the effective utilization of the devices 2-4 which 
form the equipment 13 . 
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